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Planned Parenthood Advocacy Groups Endorse Ruben Gallego in Arizona 
Congressional Race 

 
Washington, DC — Planned Parenthood Action Fund and Planned Parenthood Advocates of 
Arizona (PPAA) announces the endorsement of Ruben Gallego for Congress.   
 
“Ruben Gallego has a spotless voting record on women’s health care at the Arizona 
State Legislature,” states Bryan Howard, CEO of Planned Parenthood Advocates of 
Arizona. “His advocacy included support of emergency contraception for assault victims, 
tireless efforts against denial of public funding for Planned Parenthood and stalwart 
support for Medicaid expansion.  We look forward to working with him in Congress.”  

 
“As one of the founders of Arizona Men for Choice, and an active member of Catholics 
for Choice, Ruben is a staunch abortion rights advocate and longtime supporter of 
Planned Parenthood,” says Jodi Liggett, director of public policy, Planned Parenthood 
Advocates of Arizona. “In Arizona and across the nation, we continue to see politicians 
try to dictate when and how women access health care. We are confident that in 
Congress, Ruben will be a fierce advocate for choice, just as he has been in the Arizona 
Legislature,” 
 
“Ruben is a visionary leader committed to increasing civic engagement in his 
community, especially among young people around issues that matter most, like health 
care,” says Howard.  “In Congress, we are confident he will work to protect access to 
quality, affordable health care to ensure that all Americans, no matter where they live, or 
how much money they have, are able to get the care they need, when they need it.” 
 
Earlier this year, the Planned Parenthood Action Fund announced the “Women are 
Watching” (WAW) campaign to educate voters about candidates’ positions on women’s health. 
Over the last several years, Planned Parenthood advocacy and political organizations have 
become a powerful and effective force by educating voters about where their candidates stand 
on women’s health issues. The majority of Americans and Arizona voters believe that a woman 
and her doctor, not politicians, should be making health care decisions. 
 

• Women’s health played the defining role in Terry McAuliffe’s gubernatorial victory last 
year in Virginia. He won women’s votes by a nine-point margin — matching Obama’s 
2012 advantage with Virginia women, beating Obama’s 2008 advantage with Virginia 
women by two points, and flipping Republican Governor Bob McDonnell's eight-point 
advantage with women that propelled him to victory in 2009. Notably, 20 percent of 

http://www.plannedparenthoodaction.org/elections-politics/newsroom/press-releases/planned-parenthood-action-fund-launches-women-are-watching-electoral-campaign/�
http://plannedparenthoodaction.org/files/8713/8375/4104/Planned_Parenthood_VA_Case_Study_2013.pdf�


Virginia voters said abortion was the most important issue in determining their vote, and 
McAuliffe won 59 percent of those votes. 
 

• Polling from the 2012 election shows that access to safe and legal abortion, affordable 
birth control, and basic health care access are motivating voting issues for women, who 
view them as core economic issues for their families.  An overwhelming majority 
of women voters trust Planned Parenthood’s political and advocacy organizations when 
they speak out about issues affecting the health of women. 
 

• A 2012 post-election report from the Sunlight Foundation on big winners and losers 
found that the Action Fund had a 98 percent return on investment — having supported 
12 winning candidates and opposed 12 losing candidates. 
 

• Learn more about the “Women are Watching” campaign at: 
www.womenarewatching.org.  

 
### 

Planned Parenthood Action Fund is an independent, nonpartisan, not-for-profit membership 
organization formed as the advocacy and political arm of Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America. The Action Fund engages in educational and electoral activity, including voter 
education, grassroots organizing, and legislative advocacy. 
 
Planned Parenthood Advocates of Arizona is the advocacy and political arm of Planned 
Parenthood Arizona. It is a non-partisan membership organization whose purpose is to protect 
and promote sexual and reproductive health and rights in Arizona by educating the public and  
public officials about these issues, as well as supporting pro-women’s health candidates for 
public office. 
 

Additional info on release – DO NOT PASTE THIS INTO THE SEND 
 
Email sent – 7/10/14 @ 9:48 a.m.: alia.rau@arizonarepublic.com; 
gary.grado@azcapitoltimes.com; David Schwartz - Reuters; Terry Greene Sterling – Newsweek 
local; John Gilliland – Sky Satellite News Service; Bob McClay -- KTAR; Christie, Bob - AP; 
Jude Joffe-Block - KJZZ; capmedia@hotmail.com; matt.hendley@newtimes.com; Mike 
Sunnucks; Arizona News Connection (ANC); thendricks@12news.com; jcerreta@azfamily.com; 
nforghani@abc15.com; Christine Goodfriend; aznews@newszap.com; 
teri@northcentralnews.net; editor@arcadianews.com; rtrott@westvalleyview.com; 
editor@dphxj.com; news@downtowndevil.com; melodybirkett@clearchannel.com - KFYI; 
democractic diva blog 
 
Media contact at Gallego campaign - Andrew Barr – andybarr34@gmail.com, 
602.510.0433 
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